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To Protect Lives

1000 years
from now

Post ~Tsunami Reconstruction of Onagawa-cho, Miyagi prefecture

for the future of the children
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Making of the Textbook of Life
One day, when discussing ways to record the events of the Great East Japan
Earthquake in the social studies class, one student, ‘T" said,

“We can solve equations, because we learnt addition in the first grade and
learnt multiplication in the second grade. Just like as we do in mathematics,
let’ s write a textbook to learn how to save lives step by step. Let’ s write a
textbook that can save lives, not only from the tsunami, but from hurricanes,
water damages and traffic accidents.”

Other children in the classroom agreed with his idea, and they started writing
the textbook together. The children, through their own sad and tough
experiences, hoped to write the textbook to prevent further loss from natural
disaster in other areas. They also hope to thank people around the world for
their warm support after the earthquake. They aim to send the textbooks to
children all over Japan as well as to the children in Asia, where the 70% of
natural disaster is occurring.

As of now, the “Textbook of Life (Tsunami version)” for Junior High School
students has been outlined as follows; the overview of the disaster in
Onagawa-cho (history), the mechanisms of the causes of tsunamis and
earthquakes (science and geography), disaster prevention map (social studies
and science), proposing the measures to minimize the damage of tsunami in
school and in the region (social studies), the essays and haikus written by each
child after the tsunami. Bridging the boundaries of academic disciplines, the
outline is based on the central theme of saving lives.
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To deepen mutual bonds

The Planning of Town that
enables to evacuate to
elevated zones

To keep records

Through the after school events Resoarch the points reached by the Presarve the damaged buildings,
with the primary school, and the tsunami and install solar lighting set the Onagawa stone memorial of
networking events at the temporary elc. Life, write the Textbook of Life etc.
housing etc.

These three measures to minimize the damage by tsunami were introduced by the first grade students of Ongawa
Daiichi Junior High School at the school workshop they held with the teachers inside and outside of Miyagi
prefecture, in November 2011, eight months after the Great East Japan Earthquake. Such measures had been
discussed through their social studies class. The children decided to take the initiative to implement the measures
together with the parents and the residents in the area. In July 2012, they presented these measures, in front of the
leaders from over 100 countries, as the key note lecture of the World Ministerial Conference on Disaster Reduction.

(left) The presentation at the World Ministerial Conference on Disaster Reduction 2012 (middie above) A study camp on making the Textbook of Life

(middse below, right belew)The of tha tirst O

'] - Stone M. of Life (right above) A scane from social studies class

0 1 To deepen mutual bonds

The children thought that in order to help each other at the time
of emergency, they needed to deepen the bonds of the
residents in the area in their dadly lives. Thus, o get to know
each other, they created and distributed a questionnaire to the
residents to know their needs, and planned networking events
with primary schools as wel as the residents in the area,

enables to evacuate to

U 2 The Planning of Town that
elevated zones
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n 3 To keep records

Onagawa Stone Memorial of Life project

“The actual tsunami experienced in the Greal East Japan
earthquake was totally different from Isunami learnt in primary
school.” This was whal the children of Onagawa realized after
311, In order to save the lives of all the people in their fown, as
well &5 he people living in Onagawa in the future, they decided
1o build 21 stone memorials on the spols where tsunami did not
reach, in the hope that the memoriaks would work as the signs
up to where people should evacuate. The children discussed
the plan with the people in town and they starled raising money
1o build the memorials. The charily drive appealed to many
people across Japan, and as of 1st March 2015, 6 stone
have been buill in the town.

Although they knew that they dod to to d
zones at the time of tsunami, thare were much damages to the

lives of the pecple in the area. Based on the lessons
they are devising and implementing ideas to enable the safe
ovacuation of residents.

R Onag: Stone M of Life project website
hitpiwaw.inotinoselkihi com/

Onagawa Stone Memorial of Life:

for the people of Onagawa — past, present and future

Countless Ives were lost in the Great East Japan Earthquake.
The large tsunami that d the q was d i

- it ravaged the entire town, and washed away our houses. On
that day the pecple of Onagawa suffered untold losses.

'Never again! So that future generations will never again endure
such sadness nor agony.’ This is cur creed. To protect the ives
of generations a thousand years hence, we believe it is
i Sve that the ing be cbserved:

1.Strengthen the dally bonds between the people and to bulld the

community to help each other st the times of disaster and need.

2.8ulid the town on a higher plane, and prepare evacuation routes.

3.Pass on the memories and the records of the earthguake 10 the

future generations

The tsunami reached this point. Do not remove this Stone.

In the event of a large earthquake, head to higher ground ~
some place located at an altitude abaove this stone. There may
be some who refuse to run: standing still is not an opsion ~ farce
them to run. There may be some who attempt to return to their
homes: hold them back ~ if needed by force. What kind of place
is Onagawa today? Wae pray and hope that the Onagawa of
tomarraw is a place filled with laughter, and that there are fewer
people who shed tears of sorrow,

March 2014
Akmni of Onagawa Midde School



